
	
	

The	Gardens	Groundbreaking	Event:	
VIP	Luncheon	and	Groundbreaking	Ceremony	

Photos	&	Descriptions	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

VIP	Luncheon:	Preset	salad	and	metal	print	gift	for	each	attendee	
	

	
VIP	Luncheon:	Fruit	orchard	floral	display,	menu,	gifts,	and	preset	salads	

	
	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

VIP	Luncheon:	Citrus	grove	floral	arrangement	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

VIP	Luncheon:	Donor	recognition	gift	–	copper	watering	can	with	engraving	on	the	bottom	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Groundbreaking	Ceremony:	Junior	Master	Gardener	Presentation	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Groundbreaking	Ceremony:	Custom	trowels	
	
	
	
	



Groundbreaking	Ceremony:	Ceremonial	planting	of	flowers	in	custom	containers	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Groundbreaking	Ceremony:	Junior	Master	Gardeners	in	front	of	the	photo	booth	wearing	our		
“Let’s	Grow	Together”	theme	shirts	



	
	
	
	
	
	

	
The	Gardens	Groundbreaking	Event:	

VIP	Luncheon	and	Groundbreaking	Ceremony	
Invitation	Design	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Email	version	of	invitation	to	VIP	Luncheon	guests;	a	version	of	this	invitation	was	also	printed	on	seed	
paper	and	mailed	out	to	invited	guests	

	
	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Menu	for	the	VIP	Luncheon	
	



We welcome you to the 
GROUNDBREAKING 

CEREMONY 

OF 

Phase I: The Leach Teaching Gardens

June 17, 2016 at 2:00 PM

Texas A&M University West Campus, 
College Station, Texas



Order of the 
CEREMONY

PRESIDING
Mark A. Hussey 

Vice Chancellor and Dean for 
Agriculture and Life Sciences 

SPECIAL PRESENTATION
Junior Master Gardeners

REMARKS
Phil Adams  

Regent 
The Texas A&M University System Board of Regents

John Sharp  
Chancellor 

The Texas A&M University System

Tim and Amy Leach 
Lead Donors 

Michael K. Young 
President 

Texas A&M University

CLOSING
Mark A. Hussey



THE FIRST PHASE OF THE GARDENS: 
The Leach Teaching Gardens will be an impressive, 7-acre outdoor 
classroom for applied research and hands-on learning that inspires 
people to feed our world, protect our environment, improve our health, 
and enrich our youth. Future phases of The Gardens will grow to 27 
acres of teaching and demonstration space, including a learning center, 
children’s garden, rose garden and great lawn.
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1.	 Rose Bed*
2.	 Mexican Heritage Garden
3.	 Wine Grape Vineyard*
4.	 German Heritage Garden*
5.	 Butterfly and Bee Garden*
6.	 Grand Arbor
7.	 Texas Superstar® Garden*
8.	 Homestead* 
9.	 Herb Garden*

10.	 Century Oak II*
11.	 Citrus Grove*
12.	 Pavilion Terrace*
13.	 Pavilion
14.	 Farmer’s Market*
15.	 Vegetable Garden*
16.	 Bird Garden*
17.	 Overlook
18.	 Tree Park*
19.	 Pecan Bottom*
20.	 Maroon and White Garden*
21.	 Food and Fiber Fields
22.	 Student Landscape Demonstration*
23.	 Fruit Orchard*
24.	 Outdoor Classroom*
25.	 Rain Garden*
26.	 Earth-Kind® Garden*

* Denotes a donor named garden

To see the master plan or a list of donors, 
visit gardens.tamu.edu.



LEAD DONORS 

Amy and Tim Leach
FOUNDING DONORS $100,000 AND UP:
Blooming Colors Nursery & Landscaping, 
Ltd./ Barry A. Johnson

Sharon and Kelly Burt

Daniel D. Clinton Jr. and Kenneth B. 
Clinton

Barbie and Ben Collinsworth

Harriet and Joe B. Foster

The Monroe H. Fuchs Family and Ideal 
Poultry, Inc.

Susan L. Humble

J. Michael Kelleher and the Joan and 
Herb Kelleher Charitable Foundation

Gift in Memory of Majorie Ann 
Klaevemann

Landmark Nurseries, Inc./ Jim Prewitt, 
Kevin Norris

Anna and Mike Martin

Christie and Stephen Norman

Southwest Wholesale Nursery/ Wendy 
and Steve Taber

Holly C. and Tim M. Stephens

Shirley and Joe Swinbank 

Texas Master Gardener Association, Inc.

Texas Nursery & Landscape Association

Elizabeth A. and Gary B. Young

BENEFACTORS $25,000 - $99,000:
Mary and Charles H. Gregory

Sarah Hlavinka and Mark R. McConnell in honor of Joe and Patty Hlavinka

Susan and Dan T. Haile

Melissa G. and Mark A. Hussey in tribute to Agnes M. and George D. Hussey

Lawn Management Company, Inc./ William Cox

The Ludden Family

Cindy and Bruce A. Smith

FRIENDS OF THE GARDENS $25 - $24,999:
Steven Blomstedt

Leonard L. Bowden

Sharon and Larry Buchanan

James Coker

Kathleen Cushman

Brian and Karen Eckhart

Extension Service Club

Friends of Sterling C. Evans Library

Jacqueline and James Gramann

Charles R. Hall, Jr. and Michal Hall

Erin Hardin

Thomas and Michelle Isler

Sarah A. Johnson

Elena A. Kolomiets

Pam and Larry Leschber in memory of 
Allene and Arnold Leschber

Corlene and Kevin Lilley

Robert B. McGeachin

Melinda McQueen

Michael Mecke

Andrew Miesch

James Nixon

Christie and Stephen T. Norman

Jill and Gary Norris

Darin Paine

Mary L. Pajestka

Margaret Pence

Linda Radzik

Mary and Vincent Richter

Pam Sanstrom

Priscilla and Ronald Smith

Elsa T. Swinbank

Martha Trubey

Mark Wellen/Rhotenberry Wellen 
Architects

Donors listed as of June 3, 2016



gardens.tamu.edu

THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM BOARD OF REGENTS
Cliff Thomas, Chairman

Elaine Mendoza, Vice Chairman

Phil Adams, Regent

Robert L. Albritton, Regent

Anthony G. Buzbee, Regent

Morris E. Foster, Regent

Bill Mahomes, Regent

Judy Morgan, Regent

Charles W. Schwartz, Regent

Stephanie Martinez, Student Regent

ADMINISTRATION
John Sharp, Chancellor, 
The Texas A&M University System

Michael K. Young, President,  
Texas A&M University

Mark A. Hussey, Vice Chancellor and 
Dean for Agriculture and Life Sciences

Doug L. Steele, Director, Texas A&M 
AgriLife Extension Service

Craig L. Nessler, Director, Texas A&M 
AgriLife Research

MANY THANKS TO
The Gardens Taskforce

Rhotenberry Wellen Architects/ Mark 
Wellen

SSC Service Solutions

Texas A&M AgriLife Facilities 
Management and Construction

Texas A&M University Division of 
Finance and Administration/ Jerry 
Strawser

Texas A&M Foundation

Texas A&M University Campus Architect/ 
Lilia Gonzales

Texas A&M Landscape Architecture and 
Urban Planning Class/ Jon Rodiek

Texas A&M University Residence Life

Texas A&M University Police

Texas A&M University Utilities & Energy 
Services

Vice Chancellor and Dean’s Office/ 
William Dugas, Cady Auckerman and 
Michaela Catalena

Doug Welsh, Program Coordinator for 
The Gardens

White Oak Studio/ Jim Patterson




